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PERIPHERALLY INSERTED CENTRAL CATHETER 

OVERVIEW: 

A peripherally inserted central catheter (PICC) is long, slender, flexible tube that is inserted into 
a peripheral vein and advanced until the tip reaches a large vein in the chest near the heart to 
obtain intravenous access. It is similar to other central lines as it terminates into a large vessel 
near the heart. However, unlike other central lines, its point of entry is from the periphery of the 
body the extremities; typically, the upper arm is the area of choice. Similar to central lines, a 
PICC’s termination point is centrally located in the body allowing for treatment that could not be 
obtained from standard periphery IV access. In addition, PICC insertions are less invasive, have 
decreased complication risk associated with them, and remain for a much longer duration than 
other central or periphery access devices. 

 



 



 

PROCEDURE: 



 



 



 

 



 


